Joint Communiqué

Australian Health Ministers’ Conference

NATIONAL EFFORTS TO RESOLVE MEDICAL INDEMNITY ISSUES

A Commonwealth/State Working Party and a broader consultative forum will address the complex issues surrounding medical indemnity and health care litigation, Australian Health Ministers announced today.

Meeting in Sydney, Australian Health Ministers agreed the increasing costs of medical indemnity and issues concerning health care litigation were of national concern and that proposed solutions would need to be nationally consistent and developed in cooperation with all relevant sectors.

Chair of the Australian Health Ministers’ Conference South Australian Health Minister Dean Brown, said medical indemnity issues were having a negative impact on the health system and on patients.

“The Commonwealth and State Governments are all concerned about the costs of medical indemnity coverage,” Mr Brown said.

“No-one is happy with current arrangements.  Patients wait far too long to receive compensation, doctors indemnity premiums continue to rise, as do hospital premiums.  This in turn diverts money from health services.

“Health Ministers have agreed to take a collaborative approach to examining medical indemnity costs and other issues concerning health care litigation and patient safety.

“We need to find a long term solution that protects the interests of patients and has broad support.”

The Ministers supported the establishment of a Jurisdictional Medical Indemnity Working Party with membership from the Health Departments of the Commonwealth, States and Territories. The Working Party will:

· develop options to provide sustainable solutions to address long term care costs in health care litigation;

· develop draft medical indemnity industry standards;

· look at ways of reducing the administrative and legal costs associated with health care litigation; and

· develop a model for the collection of national data on health care negligence cases.

The Working Party will focus on practical solutions that will minimise the human and financial costs associated with health care litigation and provide greater security for consumers and providers.  It aims to report back to Australian Health Ministers in July 2001.

The Ministers also agreed to the establishment of a Medical Indemnity Consultative Forum with membership from Government, the medical profession, the community, and others with specialist skills in indemnity-related arrangements.  The Consultative forum will advise the Working Party and will also work with it to consult more broadly with health care consumers, health care professionals, the medical defence and insurance industries, the legal profession, health data organisations and other interested government agencies.
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