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Australian Health Ministers’ Conference
30 July 2003

AHMC Communiqué on signing of National Mental Health Plan 2003- 2008.
AUSTRALIAN HEALTH MINISTERS SIGN FIVE YEAR PLAN 

FOR MENTAL HEALTH

The Commonwealth and Australian State and Territory Governments today signed a strategic framework for mental health, designed to continue the process of mental health reform in Australia for the next five years.

The National Mental Health Plan 2003-2008, which is the result of extensive consultation and development, was signed today at an Australian Health Ministers’ Conference (AHMC) held in Perth,

The Plan was developed by the National Mental Health Plan Steering Committee, convened by the National Mental Health Working Group (NMHWG) and the Australian Health Care Agreements (AHCA) Improving Mental Health Reference Group. 

The National Mental Health Plan 2003-2008 was developed in the context of the National Mental Health Strategy, and with reference to the previous two National Mental Health Plans.  It addresses the following:

· Scope - The Plan identifies priority areas of work within an agreed policy framework and consolidates existing reforms while strengthening the focus in areas of particular significance.  

· Roles, responsibilities and accountability – this includes service provision, policy-making and planning, and linkages and accountability within the sector.
· Priorities for future activity – this includes improving population mental health, improving service responsiveness access and continuity of care, strengthening safety and quality, and fostering innovation and ensuring sustainability. 

· Innovation and sustainability - this is a new section that has not previously been addressed, and includes a commitment to a strategic mental health research agenda.

Consumers can therefore look forward to services with a focus on prevention of illness and early intervention.  A strong research agenda will help agencies plan a population health approach to the development of mental health services.

