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Australian Health Ministers’ Conference
31 July 2003

AHMC Communique on Signing of Indigenous Framework

AUSTRALIAN HEALTH MINISTERS SIGN TEN-YEAR

REFORM STRATEGY ON INDIGENOUS HEALTH

All Australian governments today signed an historic strategic framework of reforms designed to significantly improve the health of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

At an Australian Health Ministers’ Conference  (AHMC) held in Perth, the Commonwealth and all State and Territory Health Ministers signed the National Strategic Framework for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health 2003 which is the result of three years of extensive consultation and development.

The chair of the AHMC, The Hon Wendy Edmond said the two documents which make up the National Strategic Framework were developed by the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health Council on behalf of the Australian Health Ministers' Conference in close consultation with the National Aboriginal Community Controlled Health Organisation (NACCHO) and ATSIC. 

Minister Edmond said the first document, subtitled Framework for Action by Governments, is a 10 year whole-of-government reform agenda, to which every jurisdiction is committed and which aims to improve the health status of Indigenous Australians through objectives and strategies in nine key result areas. They are:

· Community controlled primary health care: building community capacity so that individuals and communities can better address and manage their own health needs; 

· Health system delivery framework: improving the responsiveness of the mainstream health system to Indigenous Australians and building stronger partnerships between mainstream and Indigenous-specific services;

· A competent health workforce: improving the training, supply, recruitment and retention of appropriately skilled health professionals, health service managers and policy officers in both mainstream and Indigenous-specific health services;

· Emotional and social well-being: focussing on mental health, suicide, family violence, substance misuse and male health;

· Environmental health: including delivery of safe housing, water and sewerage;

· Wider strategies that impact on health: requiring the involvement of portfolios outside the health sector to undertake actions in the areas of education, employment, transport, nutrition, custodial health, aged and disability services, and recreation;

· Data, research and evidence: aimed at improving information about how well the health sector is meeting the needs of Indigenous Australians;

· Resources and finance: providing for optimum levels of resources for Indigenous health commensurate with need, costs of delivering services and community capacity to deliver health outcomes; and

· Accountability: both to communities and to governments for the delivery and effectiveness of health services.

The second document in the Framework subtitled Context is a companion document which outlines the rationale for the Framework for Action and the context in which it was developed.

Minister Edmond said that each Minister received approval to endorse the Framework for Action by Governments from their respective Cabinet in recognition that action is required across a number of portfolios in order to realise sustainable improvements in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health. 

Implementation of the Framework will be through plans developed in each jurisdiction which are tailored to meet local needs and linked to National Performance Indicators and mechanisms. 

Each jurisdiction will be required to report annually to health ministers on health portfolio performance against implementation plans and to publish biennial reports on whole of government performance against implementation plans. Progress on meeting the objectives of the National Strategic Framework will be independently evaluated at the mid term (five year) and final (ten-year) points.


