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Australian Health Ministers’ Conference
COMMUNIQUE 
13 June 2003

Australian Health Ministers met at a scheduled meeting in Sydney today in order to progress negotiations for the next Australian Health Care (Medicare) Agreements.

The Federal Health Minister declined to attend.

In light of the Federal Minister’s consistent failure to enter into multilateral discussion on the future of health care in Australia, Ministers agreed that negotiations for the next Australian Health Care Agreements should be elevated to the Council of Australian Governments. 

“A gun is being held to the head of the State and Territory Ministers to sign an agreement that will lead to cuts in health services to the community,” the Ministers said.

“The Prime Minister needs to understand what this deal means before he pulls the trigger.

“It is the Prime Minister’s duty to step in where his Health Minister has failed and provide leadership at this critical time.”

Ministers heard a report from the Health Reform Alliance.  The Alliance, comprising 25 eminent medical and consumer representatives, outlined its intention to conduct a three-day Health Summit in the coming months.

Ministers unanimously agreed to support the Health Summit.

The Health Reform Alliance also urged Ministers not to sign the existing Federal Government proposal and indicated that they were “deeply disappointed” at the spectacular collapse of the reform agenda.

The State and Territory Ministers reaffirmed their commitment to Medicare and the principles of universal health care, including:

· Free quality public hospital care based on need;

· Subsidised GP visits and bulk billing;

· Subsidised pharmaceuticals.

An effective partnership in the delivery of health care would report on:

· The numbers of GPs accepting the Commonwealth Government’s incentive package, resultant effects on bulk billing numbers, and the location of bulk billing shortages;

· The number of patients in public hospitals eligible for nursing home care but unable to secure a place in a nursing home;

· Workforce information on demand for current and future training places for doctors, nurses and allied health professionals;

· Peak public hospital indicators.

Ministers agreed not to accept the Commonwealth’s existing 2003-08 Australian Health Care Agreements offer for the following reasons:

· The absence of any means to progress the fundamental reforms required of the health system in order for it to meet changing demand;

· The proposed funding fails to keep pace with growth in demand for health services;

· The general practitioner rebate is insufficient, and the funding for it should not be drawn from the public hospital system;

· The reporting requirements are inadequate.
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