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CONFERENCE COMMUNIQUE

NATIONAL FRAMEWORK FOR ACTION TO PROMOTE EYE HEALTH AND REDUCE AVOIDABLE BLINDNESS AND VISION LOSS

Health Ministers Agree to National Eye Health Framework

Australian Government, State and Territory Health Ministers today released Australia’s first National Framework for Action to Promote Eye Health and Reduce Avoidable Blindness and Vision Loss.

The Framework has been developed in response to World Health Assembly resolution 56.26 on the elimination of avoidable blindness, and is part of a worldwide initiative to save sight wherever possible. Its scope is to promote eye health and prevent avoidable blindness.

In Australia the major causes of blindness and vision loss are the age-related degenerative eye diseases, such as cataract, glaucoma and macular degeneration.  With the demographic ageing of the Australian population, the number of people affected is projected to rise.

The Framework sets out a range of strategies to improve public awareness of eye health, to prevent, where possible, eye disease and injury occurring, and to detect eye disease early and apply effective treatments before vision is lost unnecessarily.

It was agreed to refer issues relating to the rehabilitation of people with a visual disability to the Community and Disability Services’ Ministers’ Conference
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