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 Australian Health Ministers’ Conference
17 November 2006

COMMUNIQUE

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health Performance Framework Report 2006

The first report against Australia’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health Performance Framework (HPF) was endorsed for publication by Australian Health Ministers, meeting in Sydney today. 

The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health Performance Framework (HPF) is designed to measure the impact of the National Strategic Framework for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health (NSFATSIH) 2003-2013 and inform policy analysis, planning and program implementation.

The NSFATSIH 2003-2013 is a framework for action agreed to by all Australian health ministers.  Its goal is to ensure that Indigenous Australians enjoy a healthy life equal to that of the general population that is enriched by a strong living culture, dignity and justice.

The HPF has approximately 70 measures in three groups:

· health status and outcomes;

· determinants of health including socioeconomic and behavioural factors; and

· health system performance.

This is the first Report against the HPF, and it reports against 64 of the 70 measures.  It finds that there have been improvements in some aspects of health for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians, while some areas are unchanged and some are worsening.

Areas of improvement include: mortality and infant mortality, Sudden Infant Death Syndrome, deaths caused by circulatory disease, hospitalisation for pneumonia, expansion of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander primary health care, immunisation, education and unemployment.

Areas of concern include:  deaths caused by chronic diseases, hospitalisation for injury and poisoning, end stage kidney disease, low birth weight, chronic ear disease, oral health, sexually transmissible infections, smoking including smoking during pregnancy, nutrition, obesity, relative per capita health expenditure and access to health services. 

The Report is a vehicle to stimulate debate and policy innovation in the area of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health.

Copies of the Report, and the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health Performance Framework document, will be made available on the Australian Government Department of Health and Ageing website www.health.gov.au.
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