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 Australian Health Ministers’ Conference
JOINT COMMUNIQUÉ

24th July 2007

Australian Health Ministers met in Sydney today at the Australian Health Ministers’ Conference, chaired by NSW Health Minister, the Hon Reba Meagher MP.

Issues discussed included:

Overseas Trained Doctors

Health Ministers today joined in recognising the critical role of international medical graduates in providing high standards of health care in Australia and noting that many of our world renowned clinical leaders trained overseas.  Almost a quarter of Australia’s medical workforce are international medical graduates and Health Ministers, like the many families who rely on these doctors, thanked them for their contribution in meeting the nation’s health needs. All overseas trained doctors are subject to rigorous registration standards which are independently applied by the relevant State and Territory registration authorities.  

Australian Health Care Agreements

All Ministers confirmed the vital role of the Australian public health system in helping to promote, maintain and improve the population’s health and wellbeing, as well as providing health services for sick and injured people. State and Territory Ministers noted the need for significantly increased funding in the 2008-13 Australian Health Care Agreements to ensure the long term sustainability of the public health system.  All Ministers agreed to ask the Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Healthcare to develop a reporting framework for private hospitals that is comparable to the reporting framework for public hospitals, and for general practice.  State and Territory Ministers called on the Australian Government Health Minister to agree to the immediate establishment of an inter-jurisdictional working party to begin negotiations for the 2008-13 Australian Health Care Agreements as a vehicle for achieving vital reforms in the health system.

Review of a national approach to the management of HIV-infected individuals who knowingly or recklessly place others at risk of infection

Ministers confirmed their commitment to Australia’s strong public health and prevention approach to HIV.  State and Territory Ministers decided to introduce mandatory reporting by clinicians to public health authorities of suspected risk behaviour by patients in circumstances where clinicians have a reasonable suspicion that a person has, or may intentionally, infect others.  Public health authorities should work with clinicians to educate and support them to undertake the full range of their preventative work, including, when appropriate, reporting risk behaviour they cannot manage.

Food and drink advertising and marketing practices

All Ministers expressed concern over increasing levels of obesity in children. State and Territory Ministers confirmed that they will be making a submission to the Australian Government Minister for Communications, Information Technology and the Arts and will seek an extension in the time available to do this because of the importance of this issue and the influence of food advertising on children with respect to their eating behaviour and associated health outcomes. 

Media contact:  Darrin Barnett, Minister Meagher’s office 0411 104 339
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