
[image: image1.png]


 Australian Health Ministers’ Conference
JOINT COMMUNIQUE

24 July 2007

HEALTH MINISTERS AGREE TO IMPLEMENT PLASMA FRACTIONATION REVIEW RECOMMENDATIONS

Health Ministers have agreed on a strategic workplan to implement recommendations of the Review of Australia’s Plasma Fractionation Arrangements.

Under the Australia-United States Free Trade Agreement (AUSFTA), the Commonwealth agreed to review Australia’s plasma fractionation arrangements and to then recommend to the States and Territories that future arrangements for these services should be made through tender processes. 

An independent committee chaired by Mr Philip Flood AO conducted the review, which was completed in December 2006.  The review concluded that overseas fractionation of Australian plasma would not be in Australia’s best interests.  There was no consensus among governments on the Commonwealth’s recommendation for a change to current plasma fractionation arrangements.  In March this year, the Federal Minister for Health and Ageing, the Hon Tony Abbott MP, announced that Australia’s current arrangements would continue.

As well as its central task of assessing options for future fractionation arrangements, the review committee identified a number of other blood sector issues where it found there was the potential for reform in order to improve blood donation rates and enhance the effectiveness of Australia’s national blood arrangements.

Key points of the workplan include:

· Projects to forecast plasma collection targets and analyse recruitment and retention issues for blood donation in Australia.  This will be done in co-operation with the ARCBS.

· Consideration of a multi-year supply planning and budgeting cycle for Australia’s blood sector.

· Commitment by governments to establish a uniform Australia-wide minimum age of 16 years for individuals to donate blood without parental and/or medical consent being required.
· Support of measures that will promote consistent, appropriate use of intravenous immunoglobulin (IVIg) and other products supplied through Australia’s national blood arrangements.

Actions to address these issues will be consistent with the objectives and aims of the National Blood Agreement 2003.

Media contacts:  Kay McNiece, Department of Health and Ageing, 0412 132 585
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24th July 2007

Australian Health Ministers met in Sydney today at the Australian Health Ministers’ Conference, chaired by NSW Health Minister, the Hon Reba Meagher MP.

Issues discussed included:

Overseas Trained Doctors

Health Ministers today joined in recognising the critical role of international medical graduates in providing high standards of health care in Australia and noting that many of our world renowned clinical leaders trained overseas.  Almost a quarter of Australia’s medical workforce are international medical graduates and Health Ministers, like the many families who rely on these doctors, thanked them for their contribution in meeting the nation’s health needs. All overseas trained doctors are subject to rigorous registration standards which are independently applied by the relevant State and Territory registration authorities.  

Australian Health Care Agreements

All Ministers confirmed the vital role of the Australian public health system in helping to promote, maintain and improve the population’s health and wellbeing, as well as providing health services for sick and injured people. State and Territory Ministers noted the need for significantly increased funding in the 2008-13 Australian Health Care Agreements to ensure the long term sustainability of the public health system.  All Ministers agreed to ask the Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Healthcare to develop a reporting framework for private hospitals that is comparable to the reporting framework for public hospitals, and for general practice.  State and Territory Ministers called on the Australian Government Health Minister to agree to the immediate establishment of an inter-jurisdictional working party to begin negotiations for the 2008-13 Australian Health Care Agreements as a vehicle for achieving vital reforms in the health system.

Review of a national approach to the management of HIV-infected individuals who knowingly or recklessly place others at risk of infection

Ministers confirmed their commitment to Australia’s strong public health and prevention approach to HIV.  State and Territory Ministers decided to introduce mandatory reporting by clinicians to public health authorities of suspected risk behaviour by patients in circumstances where clinicians have a reasonable suspicion that a person has, or may intentionally, infect others.  Public health authorities should work with clinicians to educate and support them to undertake the full range of their preventative work, including, when appropriate, reporting risk behaviour they cannot manage.

Food and drink advertising and marketing practices

All Ministers expressed concern over increasing levels of obesity in children. State and Territory Ministers confirmed that they will be making a submission to the Australian Government Minister for Communications, Information Technology and the Arts and will seek an extension in the time available to do this because of the importance of this issue and the influence of food advertising on children with respect to their eating behaviour and associated health outcomes. 

Media contact:  Darrin Barnett, Minister Meagher’s office 0411 104 339
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HEALTH MINISTERS AGREE TO PROGRESS THE NATIONAL REFORM AGENDA ON ORGAN AND TISSUE DONATION 

All Australian Health Ministers, meeting in Sydney today, have agreed to progress the National Reform Agenda on Organ and Tissue Donation to improve donation rates to help meet the ever increasing demand for organs and tissues.

At today’s Australian Health Ministers Conference (AHMC), Ministers received the Mid-Term Report from the National Clinical Taskforce on Organ and Tissue Donation (the Taskforce).  The Report presents an initial series of recommendations covering a broad range of issues considered crucial to achieving increased donation rates in Australia. 

The Taskforce was established in October 2006, by the Commonwealth Minister for Health and Ageing for the period to December 2007, to provide evidence based advice on ways to improve the rate of safe, effective and ethical organ and tissue donation for transplantation in Australia.  

The Taskforce’s advice will also be considered by all Australian jurisdictions under the framework of the National Reform Agenda on Organ and Tissue Donation, agreed to by all Health Ministers in July 2006.

The Report includes fifteen recommendations relating to six key areas for action that the Taskforce considers essential to achieving national reform in the sector:

1.
Community awareness and donor registration; 

2.
Hospital processes and procedures;

3.
Eye and tissue banking;

4.
Information collection and activity reporting; 

5.
Transplant waiting lists and organ allocation systems; and

6.
Reform of the National organisational infrastructure.

Implementation of a number of recommendations can be progressed by the Commonwealth Government in the short-term.  These include:

· development of a national communication strategy and charter; 
· potential use of the Access Card to increase registrations on the Australian Organ Donor Register (AODR); 
· development of clinical triggers for identifying potential donors; and 
· expansion of health professional training on donor/family consent processes.  
Ministers agreed that the Australian Health Ministers’ Advisory Council and its sub-committees will consider recommendations with cross-jurisdictional implications and will provide advice to Ministers before the next AHMC meeting.  These recommendations relate to:

· development and implementation of a national communications strategy and charter;

· development and implementation of national clinical triggers for identifying potential organ donors; and

· development and publication of an annual Organ and Tissue Donation Report.

The Taskforce will continue to engage with the organ and tissue donation sector on key recommendations to maximise input and acceptance of the reform agenda.  This will involve undertaking further work on:

· a proposed real time donor notification system;

· a proposed tissue and eye banking network; and

· National allocation protocols.

The Taskforce will provide further advice in its final report in December 2007.

The Mid-Term Report will be available on the Commonwealth Department of Health and Ageing website.
Media contacts:          Kay McNiece, Department of Health and Ageing, 0412 132 585
















































































