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 Australian Health Ministers’ Conference
Health Ministers renew commitment to the continual improvement of Australia's mental health system
Australian Health Ministers have today committed to working towards a whole of government approach to mental health designed to create a mental health system that is collaborative, responsive and robust, and one that is able to fully meet the future needs for all Australians.

The revised National Mental Health Policy has today been launched at the meeting of the Australian Health Ministerial Council (AHMC) held in Melbourne.

AHMC Chair, Minister Katy Gallagher MLA on behalf of Health Ministers acknowledged that the revised policy represents a renewed commitment by all Health Ministers and Ministers with responsibility for Mental Health across the country, to ensure the continual improvement of Australia's mental health system.  

“Australian Health Ministers have fully embraced the challenge of leadership in mental health reform and the need for greater collaboration and commitment across governments to realise and sustain real change,” Ms. Gallagher said.

 “Most Australians will be directly or indirectly touched by the impact of mental illness at some point in their lives,” Ms. Gallagher said.

“Mental illness is common, with 3% of Australian’s experiencing severe or recurrent illness and up to 45% experiencing mental illness at some time in their lives.”

“The impact on those affected, for their families and carers, and for the Australian community, can be profound.”
 “The Policy being released today provides a step forward presenting a valuable overarching strategic framework to improve mental health outcomes,” she said. 
“Australia needs a mental health system that detects and intervenes early in illness; a system that promotes recovery; and one that ensures that all Australians with a mental illness have access to effective and appropriate treatment in both a government and a community setting,” Ms. Gallagher said. 
Health Ministers and Ministers with responsibility for Mental Health have today called on all levels of Government – the private, community and non-government sectors –and consumers – to embrace the National Mental Health Policy and to forge an improved service system which will in turn improve the lives of all Australians affected by mental illness.
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