Options for Regulation of Unregistered Health Practitioners  
In November 2010 Health Ministers agreed to conduct a national consultation on options for strengthening the regulation of unregistered health practitioners. The majority of unregistered health practitioners practise in a safe, competent and ethical manner.  However, there are instances where practitioners engage in conduct that may be so serious that, if the practitioner had been registered, would have resulted in cancellation of their registration and removal of their right to practise. 
A number of government reports and inquiries have raised concerns about public protection and some States and Territories have seen an increase in complaints to health departments, registration boards and Health Complaints Entities concerning unregistered or deregistered practitioners who have engaged in serious misconduct that would suggest they are not ‘fit and proper’ to provide health services but they continue to practise with impunity. 

New South Wales introduced a new regulatory scheme in 2008, with powers for the Healthcare Complaints Commissioner in NSW to investigate and issue prohibition orders or place conditions on the practice of unregistered practitioners found to be in breach of the NSW Code of Conduct. South Australia has also recently completed a Parliamentary Inquiry into the provision of health care services by unregistered practitioners and legislation to introduce a similar scheme is before that State’s Parliament. 
The consultation is seeking submissions on whether regulatory protections such as those in NSW and under consideration in South Australia are required in all States and Territories, and the extent to which uniform arrangements are necessary or desirable for the terms of a code of conduct and for its enforcement. The options under consideration are:

Option 1: 
No change – rely on existing regulatory and non-regulatory mechanisms

Option 2: 
Strengthen self-regulation – a voluntary code of practice

Option 3: 
Strengthen health complaints mechanisms – a statutory code of conduct.
The consultation commenced on 28 February 2011 with the release of a consultation paper.  Consultation forums will be held in each State and Territory to enable all interested parties to contribute their views.
The deadline for receipt of written submissions is Friday 15 April 2011. Submissions should be emailed to: 
unregisteredhealthpractitioners@health.vic.gov.au
Contact

For more information, please contact:
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Tel: (03) 9096 7610
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� HYPERLINK "http://www.ahmac.gov.au/cms_documents/Consultation%20Paper%20-%20Options%20for%20Regulation%20of%20Unregistered%20Health%20Practitioners.pdf" ��Consultation paper� 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ahmac.gov.au/cms_documents/Frequently%20Asked%20Questions%20-%20Options%20for%20Regulation%20of%20Unregistered%20Health%20Practitioners.pdf" ��FAQ�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ahmac.gov.au/cms_documents/Quick%20Response%20forms%20-%20Options%20for%20Regulation%20of%20Unregistered%20Health%20Practitioners.doc" ��Quick Response Form� 











